TEACHING WITH ISSUES LESSON 


O. Hlodan, ActionBioscience.org
Taking scaffolded steps, students increase their understanding of an issue and the process of science and improve their critical thinking skills. They explore different perspectives and participate in shared decisions.
1. Preparation: Clarify the purpose of the activity for students:
· arrive at a decision, even if the decision is that there remains disagreement
· conduct yourself in appropriate manner, e.g., listen to all sides and speak one at a time
· ensure that your opinions have clear reasons/evidence 

2. Student Activity (see worksheet below).
(Before Reading): Conduct a brainstorming whole class activity, asking students “What do you know about the issue?” Choose from 3 to 8 of the most important statements/misconceptions to explore. Ask students to write these down in column 1.

In the “pre-read” section, ask students to decide on their own if they agree or disagree with the items in column 1 by placing a checkmark. Then ask students to work with a partner or small group to discuss individual responses to column 1. They should place a checkmark in the “share” column.

(During Reading): Have students, individually, in pairs, or in small groups, indicate where the author agrees or disagrees with the items in column 1. If working on hard copies, have students highlight these statements. If working online, have students copy statements from the reading material. If no evidence is found in the reading material to complete this section of the worksheet, ask students to search for statements online.

(After Reading): Ask students to respond again to column 1 by placing a checkmark in the appropriate column. Have them refer to their notes for evidence that they will need to support their discussions. Have them discuss their responses with a partner or small group.

3. Concluding activity: Ask student pairs or small groups to forge a position. Can they come to a consensus on the issue or at least clarify any disagreement? Students could change their decisions in light of new evidence or information that can come up during discussion. The focus is on a reasoned thinking, i.e., thinking like a scientist.
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